How Many Neurons Does a Mind Take?

African elephant 257 B
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Human

28 B

Chimpanzee

6.4 B

Macaque

Crow / raven 1.5 B

Octopus 500 M

Pigeon 310 M

Mouse 71 M

Honeybee 1.0M

1073 1072 1071 100 10! 102
total brain neurons (billions, log scale)

Counts are approximate. Note the octopus and crow punching far above their size — and how little raw number alone predicts.



