Who Recognises Themselves in a Mirror?

Passes the mark test

Great apes Gorillas
(chimp, orangutan)

Bottlenose dolphins Some monkeys
Asian elephants Pigeons (after training)
Eurasian magpies Manta rays (?)
Cleaner wrasse (a fish!) Ants (?)

Human children (~18 months+)

Doesn't pass (as usually run)

Dogs & cats*

Most mammals

Most birds

* dogs may 'pass' a
smell-based version

The mark test (a hidden mark the animal only sees in a mirror) is a clue to self-awareness — but a crude one, and biased toward vision.



