
350 BC 500 AD 1000

Aristotlethe 'soul' is the
form of a living body

Descartes
dualism: mind is a
separate substance

Locke
mind as a 'blank
slate' written by

experience

Hume
no self — just a

'bundle' of
perceptions

La Mettrie'Man a Machine':
the body as clockwork

1900 1950 2000

William James'stream of
consciousness'

Behaviourism
study only behaviour;
ignore the inner mind

Cyberneticsfeedback, control
& information

Cognitive revolution
the mind is back —

as information-processing

Nagel'what is it like
to be a bat?'

Chalmers
names the

'hard problem'

A Short History of Thinking About Thinking

For 2,000 years the mind was the province of philosophy; only in the last century did it become a science — and the oldest puzzles remain.


