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Birthbasic wakefulness,
pain, taste, touch

~4 monthstracks objects,
social smiles

~8 months
object permanence

('it still exists
when hidden')

~18 monthsrecognises SELF
in a mirror

~2 yearsword explosion;
'I', 'me', 'mine'

~4 yearstheory of mind
(others can hold
FALSE beliefs)

The Mind Switches On in Stages

Every human rebuilds a mind from scratch in a few short years — the fastest, strangest bootstrapping in nature.


