
Skin & hair

keratin genes; some
tanning and hair traits

Immune system

HLA & antiviral genes -
borrowed local immunity

Metabolism & fat

how we store fat and
process some foods

Pain & nerves

a variant that turns up
pain sensitivity

High-altitude lungs

EPAS1 - lets Tibetans
thrive on thin air

Immune system

extra disease-fighting
gene variants

Cold & fat response

adaptations to cold
in Arctic peoples

from Neanderthals (solid lines) from Denisovans (dashed lines)

What Your Cousins Gave You

Illustrative. Archaic genes inherited from Neanderthals and Denisovans are still at work in living people - shaping skin, immunity, metabolism, and the ability to breathe thin mountain air. Which ones you carry depends on your ancestry.


