A Timeline of Firsts: The Dawn of Culture

Lavish beaded burial

First shell-bead jewellery

(Sungir) (Bizmoune, Morocco)
34k ya 142k ya
Oldest string / cord Wooden hunting spears
(Neanderthal) (Schoningen)
50k ya 400k ya
|
Possible Neanderthal First stone tools
cave art (Spain) (Lomekwi / Oldowan)
64k ya 3300k ya
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First narrative cave Control of fire
scene (Sulawesi) (evidence mounts)
51k ya 1000k ya
First sculpture (Lion Man) Ochre pigment used;
& first bone flutes first Homo sapiens
40k ya 300k ya
Deliberate burials
(Qafzeh)
100k ya
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Dates are approximate and several are debated. Note how symbolic culture — beads, burial, art, music — clusters in the last few hundred thousand years.



